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The Value of Site Visits 

To really understand both the challenges farmers face and the 
ways in which they are dealing with them site visits are essential.
Site visits are crucial when planning Productive Demonstration 
Sites, as the broader context can be seen and understood, helping 
everyone to come to the decisions necessary to develop the sites
Site visits, especially when they involve working together on 
implementing practices (ilima in the Eastern Cape) are also very 
important in strengthening learning networks
Some of the best collaborative learning also takes place during site 
visits



Network Building 

The Amanzi for Food Learning Networks were started through the 
Training of Trainers Courses, where many people from the farming 
sector came together to work and learn together, often for the first 
time.
From this core the networks continue building through members’ 
own contacts with fellow farmers and others in the sector.
The networks are continually strengthened through members 
working together to develop productive demonstration sites and 
supporting each other in their farming practices.
They are also strengthened through the recruiting of new members 
with new, fresh ideas and energies.
The networks communicate mostly through their WhatsApp 
groups, in which they share a wide range of information about 
farming. They also hold meetings when possible to maintain the 
essential face-to-face communication. 
Site visits are very important for building the networks



Collaborative Learning 

The WRC Amanzi for Food project is based on the 
idea of collaborative learning, where people from 
different backgrounds, interests and mandates work 
and learn together.
The collaborative learning starts during the training 
of trainers courses, and then is taken wider into the 
community, through the learning networks.
Almost every interaction between learning network 
members and between them and other farmers and 
other people in the sector is an opportunity for 
collaborative learning
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